WHAT IS RADON?

WHAT ARE THE HEALTH EFFECTS
OF RADON?

HOW CAN RADON GET INTO MY HOME?

WHAT ARE THE RADON LEVELS IN CANADA?

HOW CAN RADON
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WHAT IS THE CURRENT CANADIAN GUIDELINE FOR RADON IN INDOOR AIR?

The Canadian guideline for radon in indoor air for dwellings is 200 Becquerels per cubic metre (200 Bag/m?). A Becquerel
is a unit that measures the emission of radiation per second. The radon level in a dwelling should not be above the
guideline. While the health risk from radon exposure below the Canadian guideline is small there is no level that is risk free.
It is the choice of each homeowner to decide what level of radon exposure they are willing to accept.

The chart below compares the risk of dying of radon-induced lung cancer to other better known risks such as car
accidents, carbon monoxide and house fires. The risk of lung cancer from radon gas exposure is significant but
preventable. The only way to know your radon level is to test and if high levels are found take action to reduce.

ANNUAL DEATHS IN CANADA
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& www]150.statcan.gc.ca/tl/tbll/en/tv.action?pid=3510019501
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HOW DO | TEST MY HOME FOR RADON?

There are two options for testing a house for radon:
purchase a do-it-yourself radon test kit or hire a radon
measurement professional. If you choose to purchase

a radon test kit, you must closely follow the instructions
to properly complete the test.

If you choose to hire a service provider to perform the
radon test in your house, it is recommended that you
ensure they are certified and will conduct a long term
test for a minimum of 3 months.

WHERE CAN | GET A RADON TEST DEVICE?

Radon test kits may be purchased over the phone, on the
internet or from home improvement retailers. The radon
test kits include instructions on how to set up the test
and to send it back to a lab for analysis once the testing
period is over. The cost of testing ranges from $30 to
$60. For information on radon testing go to:
www.takeactiononradon.ca

WHERE IN MY HOME SHOULD
| PERFORM THE TEST?

To provide a realistic estimate of the radon exposure

to your family, all measurements should be made in

the lowest lived-in level of the home. That means the
lowest level that is used or occupied for more than four
hours per day. For some, this may be a basement with
a rec room, for others it will be the ground floor. If you
only use your basement once a week to do laundry, for
example, there is no need to test on that level - your
exposure time will not be long enough to create

health effects.

WILL HIGH LEVELS OF RADON AFFECT
THE VALUE OF MY HOUSE?

Remember all homes have radon gas in them. Where

a high radon level is detected, it can be successfully
lowered at a cost which is usually small when compared
to the value of the house. When a high radon level is
found, fixing the problem can help protect the value

of your home.

HOW CAN | REDUCE THE AMOUNT
OF RADON IN MY HOME?

HOW MUCH WILL IT COST TO REDUCE
THE LEVEL OF RADON IN MY HOME?

WHERE CAN | LEARN MORE?
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http://www.canada.ca/radon
http://www.c-nrpp.ca
http://www.takeactiononradon.ca

